IIAC Paper No. 15/2000

INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Identity Card

Purpose


This paper seeks members’ views on the proposal to implement a multi-application smart identity (ID) card in Hong Kong.
Background

2.
The Governemnt has issued a Legislative Council Brief, at Annex, on “Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Identity Card” on 18 October 2000.  The Brief was distributed to Members and a
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

 special briefing session was conducted on 19 October 2000 to brief IIAC members on the proposal to replace the existing ID card by a multi-application smart ID card.
Proposal

3.

The Brief has outlined the following policy proposals:
(e) a new identity card (ID card) and a new supporting computer system should be introduced in early-2003;

(f) the new ID card should take the form of a smart card and have the capacity to support multiple applications;

(g) the incremental implementation of the multi-application smart ID card scheme should be announced for public consultation; and

(h) after the new ID card system is up and running, a region-wide ID card replacement exercise should be conducted for residents in Hong Kong by phases, in accordance with specified age groups, with a view to completing it within four years.


4.
It is recommended that, subject to the results of detailed feasibility studies and public consultation, three categories of applications may initially be included or have capacity reserved in the smart ID card, i.e. –

(a) electronic authentication (covering initially driving licence, change of address, library card);

(b) digital certificate; and

(c) enhancement of financial infrastructure.

5.
We consider that there is a strong case to adopt a smart ID card with multi-application capacity, which can be regarded as a common information infrastructure, for other potential Government applications to ride on readily.  The ID card replacement exercise presents us with a unique opportunity to capitalize on the development of smart card technology for providing more efficient, better quality and value-added services to the community.  The public will also have the convenience of using one card for various functions.  The implementation of a multi-application smart ID card scheme will be a significant step forward in enhancing our overall information infrastructure and achieving our objective under the “Digital 21” Information Technology Strategy to develop Hong Kong into a leading digital city in the globally connected world.




(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

(a) 
(b) 


Advice Sought

6.
Members are invited to comment on the proposal of the implementation of the multi-application smart ID card.
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