CHAPTER 269





TELEPHONE ORDINANCE











To consolidate and amend the law relating to the telephone service in Hong Kong.


                                                                                                   (Amended 37 of 1993 s. 15)


 [1 June 1951]





1.	Short title





This Ordinance may be cited as the Telephone Ordinance.








2.	Interpretation





In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires-


"Authority" (局長) means the Telecommunications Authority appointed under section 5 of the Telecommunication Ordinance (Cap 106); (Added 37 of 1993 s.2)


"telecommunication service" (電訊服務) has the meaning assigned to it by section 2 of the Telecommunication Ordinance (Cap 106). (Added 37 of 1993 s.2)








3.	Power of Authority in relation to numbering plan





(1) All powers and privileges relating to or connected with the numbering plan including the ownership and control thereof shall be vested in the Authority.


(2) The Authority shall promote the efficient and equitable allocation and use of numbers and codes in the numbering plan.


(3)	The Authority may-


(a)	prepare, specify, approve, publish, administer (including, in particular, allocate, assign, lease or sell the right to use a number or a code, a block or blocks of numbers or a block or blocks of codes), enforce and amend the numbering plan;


(b)	issue Codes of Practice relating to the use of numbers and codes in the numbering plan, and any Code so issued may include provisions relating to number portability;


(c)	designate, or approve on request by any person, a number or a code, a block or blocks of numbers or a block or blocks of codes in the numbering plan to be the subject of special allocation, assignment, lease or sale as provided for under regulations made by the Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting under subsection (5); (Amended L.N. 206 of 1998)


(d)	recover the cost of administration of the numbering plan from the allocation, assignment, lease or sale of right to use numbers and codes in the numbering plan;


(e)	delegate the administration of the numbering plan or a part of the numbering plan to any person.


(4)	The Authority may issue directions in writing to require a licensee under the Telecommunication Ordinance (Cap 106) or a person who is exempted from licensing under section 39 of that Ordinance to-


(a)	submit information on the utilization of numbers and codes to which it has been allocated or assigned;


(b)	adhere to the numbering plan; and


(c)	observe the Codes of Practice issued by the Authority under subsection (3)(b).


(5)	The Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting may by regulation provide for the allocation, assignment, lease or sale, whether by auction, tender or for consideration, or otherwise of, including the amount of fees to be levied for, the right to use a number, a code, a block or blocks of numbers or a block or blocks of codes designated, or approved on request by any person, by the Authority under subsection (3)(c). (Amended L.N. 206 of 1998)


(6)	The amount of any fees prescribed under subsection (5) need not be limited by reference to the amount of administrative or other costs incurred or likely to be incurred in relation to the allocation, assignment, lease or sale of a number or code.


(7)	In this section-


"number portability" (號碼可攜性) means the ability for a customer of a telecommunication service to retain the number or code assigned to him when he changes the location of use or the provider of that service.


"numbering plan" (電話號碼計劃) means the Hong Kong telecommunications numbering plan which sets out the plan of numbers and codes used or designed for use or in connection with the establishment, operation and maintenance of any means of telecommunication under-


(a)	a licence, whether granted to the licensee by the Governor in Council or by the Authority under section 7 of the Telecommunication Ordinance (Cap 106); or


(b)	an order made by the Governor in Council under section 39 of that Ordinance;


                                                                                        (Replaced 40 of 1995 ss. 3 & 6)





4.	Power of the Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting to provide for price control





The Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting may by regulation provide for price control arrangements to apply to the Hong Kong Telephone Company Limited for the revision of any charge which the Company may make and collect for the provision of any service in respect of which, immediately before the repeal of section 24 by the Telephone (Amendment) Ordinance 1995 (40 of 1995), a charge was specified by the Authority under subsection (1) of that section, other than the services in respect of which, immediately before the repeal of the Schedule by the Telephone (Amendment) Ordinance 1993 (37 of 1993), a


charge was specified in Part II of that Schedule.





          (Replaced 40 of 1995 ss. 4 & 6. Amended L.N. 206 of 1998)
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