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INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Review on the Administration and Assignment of 

Internet Domain Names and     

Internet Protocol Addresses in Hong Kong

Purpose


This paper briefs Members on the recent development about the review on the administration and assignment of Internet domain names and Internet protocol addresses in Hong Kong.
Background

2.
In October 1999, a Task Force was set up under the auspices of the previous term of the Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee (IIAC) to review the administration and assignment of Internet domain names and Internet protocol (IP) addresses in Hong Kong with a view to recommending a framework of arrangements which best suits the needs of Hong Kong.  The terms of reference and composition of the Task Force are at Annexes A and B respectively.  The  Task Force completed the review in May 2000 and submitted a list of proposals to the IIAC.  Following IIAC's endorsement, a consultation paper was issued on 5 June 2000 to invite comments from the public on the proposals.  The consultation paper covered issues in respect of the proposed institutional arrangements for the administration of Internet domain names and IP addresses in Hong Kong, registration policy and dispute resolution mechanism for .hk domain names.  The consultation period ended on 16 July 2000.

Results of the public consultation

3.
The public generally support that the Joint Universities Computer Centre (JUCC), the current administrator of ".hk" domain names, should be asked to take forward the proposal on the gradual transfer of the Internet domain names administration function to a new non-profit making and non-statutory corporation which will assume the overall responsibility of Internet domain name administration in Hong Kong.  With the increasing demand for IP addresses to be deployed in mobile devices and the fact that IP is currently undergoing evolution to its next generation, the new corporation should also be involved in issues concerning IP address allocation.  The public also support the adoption of a more flexible domain name registration policy, aiming at promoting e-commerce and Internet development in Hong Kong.  New measures should include allowing registration of multiple domain names by one organisation, allowing transfer of domain names, and creating a new second level domain category under ".hk" to enable registration by individuals.  Moreover, the public support the establishment of an alternative dispute resolution mechanism to facilitate early resolution of domain name disputes without the need to resort to the courts.  Regarding the registration of Chinese domain name, as the development is still at an experimental stage, the new corporation is expected to closely monitor the latest development in this area.  

4.
The IIAC endorsed these proposals arising from  the public consultation at its meeting on 24 July 2000 and a media briefing was held on 31 July 2000 to announce the results of the public consultation.  A summary of the recommendations endorsed by the IIAC is at Annex C.

Recent development

5.
Following the media briefing, the Administration has met with the JUCC on several occasions to discuss the way forward and requested JUCC  to -

(a) set up a provisional body under the JUCC with wide representation from the universities, industry, Government and other concerned parties to take forward the transfer of JUCC's administrative functions for Internet domain names to the proposed new corporation; and

(b) take action to facilitate early implementation of the measures proposed in the consultation exercise on the registration and administration of Internet domain names.

6.
We understand that the JUCC plans to invite representatives from various sectors as proposed in the consultation exercise within September 2000 to serve on the provisional body and will formally establish the provisional board for the new corporation in November 2000.  The provisional board will initially be under the auspices of the JUCC and will comprise representatives from the JUCC, the Government, industry bodies (such as the Hong Kong Internet Service Providers Association), chambers of commerce, the Consumer Council and the legal profession.  According to the JUCC, it is its intention to implement the new dispute resolution policies in early 2001 and the new registration policies before mid-2001 after completion of all the preparatory work and recruitment of staff to deal with the anticipated increase in registration workload with the adoption of the proposed new measures.  It is expected that the new provisional board and corporation will be transformed into the new policy-making and administrative body, with its directors elected from its members, in about a year’s time.

7.
We shall continue to liaise closely with the JUCC in the work to implement the proposals arising from the consultation exercise and will keep Members informed of the developments.  We propose that there is no need to reconstitute the Task Force and we will report the developments regularly to an appropriate Working Group of the IIAC.

Information Technology Services Department
September 2000
Annex A

Task Force on the Review on Administration and Assignment of Internet Domain Names and Internet Protocol Addresses 
in Hong Kong

Terms of Reference
(a)
to review the existing policy and arrangements related to the administration of the country-code top level domain (ccTLD) of Hong Kong, i.e. .hk;

(b)
to review the existing policy and arrangements related to the administration of Internet protocol addresses used by the community of Hong Kong;

(c)
to review the existing system and procedures for assigning and managing Internet domain names and Internet protocol addresses in Hong Kong; and

(d)
to make recommendations on how the existing arrangements and procedures can be improved to the best advantage of the Hong Kong community having regard to international and regional developments.

Annex B

Task Force on the Review on Administration and Assignment of Internet Domain Names and Internet Protocol Addresses 
in Hong Kong

Membership List

Chairman

Professor Charles Kao

Deputy Chairman
Mrs Jessie Ting (up to 24 April 2000)

Mr Alan Siu (from 25 April 2000)

Deputy Secretary for Information Technology and Broadcasting

Members

Professor Francis Chin,

Professor, Department of Computer Science, HKU

Dr N Ng,

Director, the Joint Universities Computer Centre

Mr Cheng Che-hoo,

Chairman, the Hong Kong Network Information Centre

Mr Charles Mok,
Chairman, the Internet Service Providers Association

Mr Adrian Watt,

Member, the Internet Service Providers Association

Mr Victor Hung,

Chief Trade Practices Officer, the Consumer Council

Dr Y S Cheung,

Assistant Director for Operations, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Mr Joseph Yu,

Committee Member, the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce

Mr Anthony Au,

President, the Hong Kong Information Technology Federation

Mr Simon Chan,

Chairman, the Hong Kong Telecommunications Users Group

Mr K H Lau,

Director of Information Technology Services

Mr Lawrence Kwan,

Chief Telecommunications Engineer, Office of the Telecommunications Authority

Mr Peter Cheung,

Deputy Director of Intellectual Property

Secretary

Mr Victor Lam,

Senior Systems Manager, Information Technology Services Department

Annex C
Summary of Recommendations Endorsed by the 

Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee on

Administration and Assignment of Internet Domain Names 

and Internet Protocol Addresses in Hong Kong

Function relating to the overall administration of Internet domain names

· A non-profit making and non-statutory corporation should be set up to assume the overall responsibility for Internet domain name administration in Hong Kong.

· The corporation should operate on a self-financing basis.

· The corporation should be spun off from the JUCC initially, with a provisional board comprising directors from the academia, the industry and the Government.

· The corporation should gradually transform into a membership-based organisation with its directors elected from its members.

· The authority of the corporation should be formalised through some form of "endorsement" from the Government, e.g. an agreement with the Government;

Function relating to administration of IP addresses

· The new corporation responsible for domain names administration should be involved in issues concerning IP address allocation.

Registry and registrar functions

· The existing arrangements for a single domain name registry in Hong Kong, with duties assigned by the corporation responsible for .hk domain name administration, should continue.

· The Government should take over the registrar responsibility in respect of the .gov.hk domain.

· The JUCC should continue to provide registration services in respect of the .edu.hk domain.

· The existing practice of having a single registrar for domain names ending with .com.hk, .org.hk and .net.hk should continue.

· The registrar responsible for .com.hk, .org.hk and .net.hk domain names may engage agents to perform some of the routine registration work.

Registration principles

· The second-level domain category being selected for a particular domain name application should correspond to the business nature of the applicant.

· Domain names should be registered on a "first come, first served" basis.

· The domain name applicant should declare, when making an application, that to its best knowledge, the domain name applied for does not infringe upon the intellectual property rights of a third party.

· Each organisation should be allowed to register more than one domain name under .hk.

· The transfer of domain names should be allowed.

· Only companies and organisations registered or incorporated in Hong Kong should be allowed to register domain names ending with .hk initially.

· Each individual resident of Hong Kong should be allowed to register one domain name in a new second level domain category under .hk.

· Domain names should be subject to renewal at a fee.

Alternative dispute resolution arrangements

· The body responsible for .hk domain name administration should maintain a neutral role in the handling of disputes arising from the registration or use of domain names ending with .hk.

· An alternative dispute resolution mechanism should be developed in Hong Kong to facilitate early resolution of .hk domain name disputes.

Others

· The new corporation should closely monitor the latest development on Chinese domain names.
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