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IIAC Paper No. 17/2000

INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
“IT Hong Kong” Campaign

Purpose


This note briefs members on the progress of the “IT Hong Kong” campaign launched in September 2000 to promote the wider use of IT in the community.

Background

2.
We briefed Members on the “IT Hong Kong” campaign at the last meeting held on 29 September 2000 (IIAC Paper No. 12/2000).  The campaign is co-organised by the Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau (ITBB), Information Technology Services Department (ITSD) and Home Affairs Department.  The campaign was launched in September 2000.  It comprises a number of promotional programmes, including a territory-wide IT awareness programme, IT pioneer scheme, district IT promotional activities and a TV highlight show.
Progress of the “IT Hong Kong” Campaign

IT Awareness Programme

3.
The purpose of the IT Awareness Programme is to enable the public, especially those who have less opportunity to use IT in their daily life, such as the elderlies, housewives, people with disabilities, new arrivals, etc., to learn basic IT knowledge.  We have engaged a training agent to provide the training.  The Awareness Programme commenced in October 2000 and the first round would be completed in January 2001, and would provide around 8,000 training places for different sectors of the community.  
4.
The response to the awareness programme is very encouraging.  So far the awareness courses have been run in six districts, namely Central and Western, Wanchai, Kowloon City, Shatin, Sham Shui Po, and Yau Tsim Mong, and are now being run in the Southern, Kwun Tong and Tai Po Districts.  The number of attendees has already exceeded 3,000.
5.
A summary of the profile of the attendees and the evaluation of the courses is set out below -
	Sex
	Male
	Female

	
	26%
	74%


	Age
	< 16
	16-25
	26-35
	36-45
	46-55
	56-65
	>65

	
	5%
	2%
	7%
	22%
	15%
	22%
	27%


	Occupation
	Student
	Housewife
	Others

	
	6%
	58%
	36%


	Education
	Primary
	Secondary
	Tertiary
	Others

	
	32%
	57%
	7%
	4%


	Overall assessment
made by the attendees 
	Excellent
	Very good
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	
	40%
	52%
	7%
	1%
	0%


	Will attend similar courses if opportunity arises?
	Yes
	No

	
	99%
	1%


6.
In addition, ITBB and ITSD are also partnering with the Social Welfare Department and the Hong Kong Council of Social Services to provide about 1,200 places of IT awareness programme for different categories of people with disabilities such as the blind, mentally retarded, physically handicapped.  The programme has commenced in November 2000.   
7.
In the light of the good response, we are considering to organise the second round of IT awareness programme in the 18 districts, immediately after the first round is completed.

IT Pioneers

8.
The recruitment of IT Pioneers has received positive response.  As at mid-November, we have recruited about 4,500 IT Pioneers, of whom about one-third (1,500) were registered via the “IT Hong Kong” web site.  Through participating in the “Upgrade Quiz” (with IT questions) on the web site, an IT Pioneer can upgrade himself from an “ordinary member” to a “silver member” and further to a “gold member”.  Now we have more than 520 gold members.  The IT Pioneers are accorded priority in joining IT activities and training programme organised under the “IT Hong Kong” campaign.  Through the recruitment of IT pioneers, we intend to encourage more people to learn and use IT in their daily life. 

The “IT Hong Kong” Web Site

9.
We have launched an “IT Hong Kong” web site (www.ithk.gov.hk) which serves as a forum for disseminating information on IT and related activities in Hong Kong, such as the “Ten Healthy Web Site Contest” and other district IT activities.  This dedicated web site also allows members of the public to register as IT pioneers.

District IT promotional activities
10.
At the district level, various IT promotional activities, including seminars, courses, competitions, exhibitions, fun days, etc. have been organised to support the “IT Hong Kong” campaign.  Some examples are seminar on how to facilitate teaching and learning with IT organised in the Sham Shui Po District; programme that enhances relationship between parents and children through surfing the Internet in the Tuen Mun District; web design competition to enhance youngsters' interests and creativity in the application of IT in the Wan Chai District; and programme in the form of computer games, IT exhibition, etc. to increase residents' awareness of IT in the Southern District.  We will continue to encourage the organisation of similar IT promotional activities at the district level.

TV Highlight Show 

11.
We are also organising a TV show “IT Hong Kong Night” on 5 December 2000, in collaboration with the Television Broadcast Limited (TVB), as the highlight of the “IT Hong Kong” campaign.  The show will have a number of themes to promote the use of IT among the elderlies, people with diabilities and housewives.  The show will be broadcast in TVB Jade Channel on 17 December 2000.  
12.
In addition, we are also producing some short TV episodes, focusing on a series of themes on IT, such as the “IT Hong Kong” campaign, the new “Digital 21” IT strategy, Electronic Service Delivery scheme, use of IT by the elderlies, people with disabilities and housewives, etc. for broadcast during afternoon and evening hours.  This would help to spread the IT message to a wider cross section in the community.
13.
Members are invited to note the progress in the implementation of the “IT Hong Kong” campaign.  We will keep Members informed of further progress.

Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau

November 2000
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