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Background





	The world is undergoing a technological revolution and entering the Information Age.  In order to exploit the unlimited opportunity offered by this Information Age and to maintain the competitiveness of Hong Kong in the 21st century, it is necessary for Hong Kong to develop in a timely and orderly manner an Information Infrastructure within Hong Kong and with links to the rest of the world.  In the light of this, an Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee (the former IIAC) was established in March 1997 under the auspices of the Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) to advise on the co-ordination of the orderly development of the Information Infrastructure in Hong Kong (HKII).





2.	Representatives from a broad cross-section of the various industry sectors related to the information infrastructure were appointed as Members of the former IIAC.  Eight meetings were held altogether.  Three Task Forces were formed under the former IIAC to deal with issues on Technical Standards, Applications and Regulatory Framework.  Thirty-three task force meetings were held to study various issues concerned.  Having completed its work and submitted a final report on its deliberations, the former IIAC was disbanded in June 1998.








Main Content of the Report





3.	After a year of operation, a report titled �Report on Hong Kong Information Infrastructure� was prepared by the former IIAC to report the findings of the main committee and its three task forces.  The Report described the activities that had been carried out by the IIAC, including studies on regional and global developments in information infrastructure and studies on the information infrastructure in Hong Kong.  In order to obtain a more comprehensive picture of the development in information infrastructure in other parts of the world, the former IIAC had organised several visits to overseas countries.  The findings of these visits were incorporated into the Report as well.





4.	Apart from the general studies on the information infrastructure in Hong Kong and other parts of the world, specific subject areas such as the network standards, applications and regulatory framework had been examined and the barriers that would hinder the development in these specific areas had been identified.








Recommendations





5.	Having examined the status of the information infrastructure development in Hong Kong and other parts of the world, the former IIAC concluded that Hong Kong had already had a good start in the building of a comprehensive and modern physical infrastructure.  Nevertheless, the former IIAC considered that we would still need to take a series of action in the short, medium and longer term to prepare Hong Kong for the challenges and opportunities offered by the Information Age.  Consequently, a wide range of recommendations had been put forward for consideration in the Report.





6.	The former IIAC observed that there was a need for a vision statement on the development of Hong Kong into an Information Society and that the further development of the physical infrastructure should be in keeping with the demand arising from the latest development in the industry.  It also recommended improvements in IT applications in different sectors such as the Government, business, the education sector and the community at large.  In addition, the former IIAC recommended a review of the current regulatory framework, better co-ordination of standards, promotion of research on information technology, promotion of public awareness, the establishment of an advisory body under the Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau (ITBB) as well as international co-operation and international promotion.  Details of the recommendations mentioned above were set out in Section 6 of the Report.





7.	The Report also recommended that further studies be carried out on a number of areas (Section 5.8 of the Report).





8.	The Report is attached for consideration and follow-up action by the new Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee formed under the auspices of ITBB.
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