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Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme

Introduction
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Leveraging a robust telecommunications network, Hong
Kong is a major telecommunications and Internet hub in the
region. Nowadays, the Internet has become a ubiquitous
component in our community and an indispensable part
of our daily lives. Websites also play a vital role in
disseminating information, delivering services and
projecting positive corporate image to the public and their
customers. However, barriers in some websites make their
contents inaccessible to some segments of the community,
particularly the persons with disabilities. Making websites
accessible will therefore extend their reach to the widest
possible audience. It also helps foster a digitally inclusive
society.

The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer
(OGCIO) and the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC)
co-organise the Web Accessibility Recognition Scheme
(Recognition Scheme) to show appreciation to businesses
and organisations which have made their websites
accessible, with an aim to encourage adoption of web
accessibility to facilitate access to online information and
services by all segments of the community including
persons with disabilities.

Objectives
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e Encourage local businesses and organisations to adopt
accessibility design in their websites

* Recognise efforts and accomplishments of those
organisations that have implemented accessibility
features in their websites

* Provide web accessibility advisory support to
participating organisations in conforming to the
requirements

Benefits
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The Recognition Scheme recognises efforts in making
websites accessible. Participating organisations can
establish a caring image and receive free advisory support
to improve the accessibility of their websites. Those fulfilling
the judging criteria will be able to —

Social Responsibilities

» Make websites more accessible and friendly to different
segments of the community

* Contribute to a more caring and inclusive society
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Recognition and Achievements
* Receive an award which recognises and publicises
achievements and good work

¢ Build a positive corporate image

Cost Savings
* Familiarise staff with international guidelines and best
practices on barrier-free website design and maintenance

Enhancing Competitiveness

* Reach out to more online customers

» Make websites more friendly to search engines, which in
turn helps get more prominent ranking in search engine
results

Eligibility
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The Recognition Scheme is open to all local businesses
and organisations including private sector,
non-government organisations (NGOs), academia or
quasi-government organisations, etc.

Awards
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Web For All

Silver Award - Achieve all 10 judging criteria under
Silver Category to provide basic web accessibility features

Gold Award - Attain Silver Award and achieve all 11
judging criteria under Gold Category to incorporate basic
and key web accessibility features

For details about the judging criteria, please refer to the
Guide to Application and Application Form which can be
downloaded from http://www.webforall.gov.hk.



Application Procedures
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To apply for the Recognition Scheme, an organisation shall
complete the Application Form and return it together with necessary
documents to the OGCIO in person, or by post to the following
address on or before the application closing date:

Web Accessibility Programme Office
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer
15/F, Wanchai Tower, 12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Timetable
Stage Period
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Initial Assessment Period and

Provision of Advisory Services 31 October 2012 - 14 February 2013
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Re-assessment Period 15 February 2013 - 31 March 2013
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Winning businesses/organisations will be notified individually in early
April 2013. All prizes will be presented at the Awards Presentation
Ceremony to be held on 15 April 2013.

Enquiries
2582 4606 Tel. no.: 2582 4606
2802 4549 Fax no.: 2802 4549
wac@ogcio.gov.hk Email address: wac@ogcio.gov.hk
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The Government reserves the right to make final decision on any
matters about the Recognition Scheme.
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