
Advisory Committee on  
Code of Practice for Recognized Certification Authorities (ACCOP) 

 
Minutes of the 11th Meeting held 
on 7 October 2011 at 3:30 p.m.  

in Conference Room, 15/F, Wanchai Tower,  
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) 

 
 
 
Present 

 
Mr. Stephen MAK, 
B.B.S., J.P. 

Government Chief Information Officer, OGCIO (Chairman)

Mr. Andrew CHENG Member 

Ms. Haily CHOW Member 

Ms. Pamela KU Member 

Ms. Amy NG Member 

Mr. Steve ONG Member 

Ir. Dr. Hon. Samson 
TAM, J.P. 

Member 

Mr. Eldon YEUNG Member 

  

Absent with Apologies 
 
Ir. Dr. Lucas HUI Member 

Ms. Conser LEE Member 

Mr. Winston LEONG Member 

Mr. Peter YAN Member 

 
In Attendance 
 
Ms. Joey LAM, J.P. Deputy Government Chief Information Officer (Policy and 

Customer Service), OGCIO 

Ms. Joyce MOK Assistant Government Chief Information Officer (Digital 
Economy Facilitation), OGCIO 

Mr. Owen WONG Chief Systems Manager (Digital Economy Facilitation), 
OGCIO 

Miss Donna CHAN Chief Systems Manager (IT Strategy), OGCIO 
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Mr. TH LEE Senior Systems Manager (Digital Economy Facilitation), 
OGCIO 

Mr. Dennis NG Systems Manager (Digital Economy Facilitation), OGCIO 

Mr. Nicky YICK Systems Manager (Digital Economy Facilitation), OGCIO 
(Secretary) 

Ms. Eva CHAN E-Mice Solutions (HK) Limited (Operator of Hongkong Post 
CA’s e-Cert services) 

Mr. Man HO E-Mice Solutions (HK) Limited (Operator of Hongkong Post 
CA’s e-Cert services) 

Mr. Harry WONG Digi-Sign Certification Services Limited 

  
 

 

Introductory Remarks 

 The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting. 

 

Confirmation of Minutes  

2. The Chairman said that the minutes of the 10th ACCOP meeting had been 
confirmed. 

 

Agenda Item 1 – Update on a Consultancy Study on Mutual Recognition of 
Digital Certificates Issued by HKSAR and Electronic Signature Certificates 
Issued by the Mainland  

3. Ms. Joyce MOK briefed Members on the background and the latest 
progress of a consultancy study on mutual recognition of digital certificates issued by 
Hong Kong and the Mainland.   

4. In response to a Member’s enquiry, Ms. MOK responded that the mutual 
recognition study looked into e-commerce transactions among business entities as 
well as between business entities and their customers.  The Chairman said that 
Members’ views would be sought if the consultancy study recommended 
amendments to the Code of Practice for Recognized Certification Authorities (COP).
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Agenda Item 2 – Impact of Industry & Technology Development on Recognized 
Certification Authorities’ Compliances with the Code of Practice (ACCOP 
Paper No. 1/2011) 

5. Mr. Owen WONG briefed Members about the trends and impacts of the 
adoption of Internet Protocol version 6 (IPv6) and 2048-bit RSA key length for 
digital certificates as outlined in the ACCOP Paper No. 1/2011. 

6. Ms. Amy NG updated Members on the history of Hongkong Post 
Certification Authority (HKPCA) and introduced Ms. Eva CHAN and Mr. Man 
HO of E-Mice Solutions (HK) Limited (E-Mice), HKPCA’s outsourced operator. 

7. Mr. Man HO briefed Members on the readiness of HKPCA for the 
adoption of IPv6 and 2048-bit digital certificates.  HKPCA planned to issue 2048-bit 
e-Cert (Server) certificate from December 2011.  HKPCA would review the adoption 
of IPv6 for its systems in view of its business requirements in due course. 

8. Mr. Andrew CHENG presented the views and readiness of Digi-Sign 
Certification Services Limited (Digi-Sign) for the adoption of IPv6 and 2048-bit 
digital certificates.  Digi-Sign planned to issue 2048-bit recognized ID-Cert of all 
types from January 2012.  Digi-Sign would consider the adoption of IPv6 in view of 
its business requirements in due course. 

9. Members discussed and exchanged their views on the recognized CAs’ 
presentations and made the following comments:  

(a)   Government applications such as Government Electronic Trading 
Services (GETS) should be ready for the adoption of 2048-bit digital 
certificates; and 

(b)  Whether the issuance of both 1024-bit and 2048-bit digital certificates 
to the public was necessary if 2048-bit digital certificates could 
provide a better security level.  

10. In response to Members’ questions, the recognized CAs and the 
Chairman responded that –  

(a)  The readiness of government applications could be discussed within 
the respective project organisations; and 

(b)  The issuance of both 1024-bit and 2048-bit digital certificates 
simultaneously was to allow the relevant applications and relying 
parties to have sufficient time for smooth transition to 2048-bit digital 
certificates. 
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11. The Chairman advised that the recognized CAs should take proactive 
measures in the adoption of IPv6 and 2048-bit digital certificates to address the 
potential security threats and attacks having regard to the trend of adoption of cloud 
computing and to seize the forthcoming opportunities for the gradual adoption of 
IPv6 in the Mainland. 

12. Recognizing the need to inform the public for their transition planning, the 
Chairman invited Members’ advice on the proposal to make available recognized 
CAs’ plans to adopt the 2048-bit digital certificates on OGCIO’s website.  In 
response to a Member’s suggestion, OGCIO would ascertain the practice of other 
economies before considering our course of action. 

(Post-meeting Note: It was observed that some governments released the information 
on the adoption of 2048-bit digital certificates in websites related to government 
security policy, government CA’s adoption policy and government interoperability 
guidelines.  OGCIO would consider similar practices when making available the 
relevant information in due course.) 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Update on Recognized Certification Authorities’ Business 
Developments  

13. Ms. Eva CHAN briefed Members on a pilot project for cross-border 
electronic trade declaration services based on the mutual recognition of digital 
certificates issued by HKPCA and a certification authority in Guangdong, 
highlighting its challenges and achievements.  The project won four awards in the 
Hong Kong ICT Awards 2011.  

14. Mr. Andrew CHENG shared with Members the challenges and 
opportunities of Digi-Sign’s CA services including the issuance of non-recognized 
digital certificates for specific sectors, recent business development on the 
PKI-based Automated Teller Machine cards and a pilot project on trade-related 
e-transaction services based on the mutual recognition of digital certificates issued 
by Digi-Sign and a certification authority in Guangdong.  Mr. CHENG also shared 
his experiences in the implementation of cross-border CA Mutual Recognition in the 
Pan Asian e-Commerce Alliance (PAA). 

15. The Chairman thanked Mr. CHENG for his presentation.  The Chairman 
noted that under the Electronic Transactions Ordinance (ETO), a signature 
requirement could be met by any form of electronic signature for transactions not 
involving Government entities, as long as it was agreed between the transacting 
parties.  Under the voluntary certification authority recognition scheme of the ETO, 
recognized certification authorities could issue both recognized and non-recognized 
certificates that suited the needs of the transacting parties.  However, only the 
recognized certificates were within the ambit of the COP. 
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Agenda Item 4 – Any Other Business 

16. In view of the rapid development of cloud computing in the industry, the 
Chairman invited Members to share their views the impacts of digital signing in the 
cloud environment on the COP.  The Chairman encouraged Members to tender 
their views, if any, to the ACCOP Secretariat for future discussions.  

17. There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

18. The date of the next meeting would be scheduled in due course. 

 

 

 

Secretariat of the ACCOP 
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer  
October 2011 
 


